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Student art desecrated· in violent act
Jessica Braunschweig
Co-Editor
When kids' indoor play is getting rowdy, parents are
often quick to say, "Take it outside." But whiie the outdoors may provide an "unbreakable" setting for children,
it failed to provide a safe haven for the selling of Dordt's
first-ever outdoor gallery. The controversial sculpture
garden display was vandalized early Sunday morning
between 12:00 a.m. and 3:20 a.m., after which campus security filed a report with the Sioux Center police.
Though rain covered all footprints of the perpetrators,
evidence of the destruction couldn't be washed away.
And the mixture of the artists' hurt, disappointment and
anger quickly rose to the surface in a controversy that·
had already been brewing on Dordt's campus.
The complex meaning and understanding of art constantly confronts people, but when art involves nudity, a
Christian's perspective gets complicated, perhaps even
violated. For where does such art fit in with Dordt's vision? Is the presence of nudity a form of temptation?
What is the place of this art amidst a campus. that already seeks to combal the scathing effects of pornography? Such questions had been raised already in the
first week of school. Students and staff members have
commented, "Maybe they could have put some clothes
on them ... " and, "How can this be called art?"
Yet art's ambiguity is perhaps its greatest fertility.
"Most great art has always been such that makes us
think-even
as student works, these people did that in
legitimate ways," Professor Jacob Van Wyk said.
Van Wyk, leader of the project resulting from the
spring semester 2006 sculpture class, realizes that "art
calls us to be truthful which includes going against the
facade that everything's all right." But some people outside of the "art circle" cannot get past the idea that nakedness, however portrayed, is all wrong.
One art student expressed her frustration at the
close-minded ness of "Christians [who] are so immature
about nudity in art. In trying to achieve the admirable
goal of purity, we have made the human body taboo."
But is there more to it than that? The majority of
Dordt students, as represented by Student Forum this
past spring semester, seemed to think so. At the time, a
discussion on whether the display behind the B.J. Haan
would be a positive statement for Dordt was in progress.
Yet the proposal was never voted on by the student

What is inside

Nicole Vandenberg

L-R: Pam Groenewegen, Joanna Esselink and Kara Kuipery repair a ceramic figure days after a collection of
sculptures created last semester by Dordt art students were vandalized.
representatives. Instead, the Administrative Cabinet of
Dordt College agreed to display the sculptures for a period of time as long as "an explanation of and context for
the sculpture" was included in the display.
Thus, an explanation statement was included in the
sculpture garden, but more students may want an explanation of why the sculptures were approved in the first
place. And, if a vote had been taken, would the student's
voices have been heard? One student forum member
noticed that "[Professor Van Wyk] seemed ready to set
up the display no matter what. ..The proposal he gave
to the art committee was written in a 'no would not be
taken as an answer' kind-of-way." Van Wyk's proposal
ended by saying, "We will 'install the works but would
appreciate input from members of the committee as to
grouping and or placement."
Would the input then have prevented the desecration
now? Was the means of the project worth the destructive ends?

Van Wyk's years of art experiences provides' some
feedback for such .questions as he's realized the risk
of "foisting Tart] into someone's space. You can't make
everyone happy ... [yet] if you want toshow the symbols
and exasperate the issues, it's often best with nakedness." Such words bring a stark reminder to the Dordt
community-"we
stand before God without all the trappings-exposed,
vulnerable and naked."
"As people wanting to reform this world for Christ, we
have to be able to get in it," Van Wyk added. Clearly,
the art community witnessed the cost of such a vulnerable, public display and the violent reaction to it. But no
matter where students and staff stand on the matter, the
majority agree with Van Wyk that "destroying the works
is crossing the line for your response." Additionally, a
large part of the frustration of the situation lies in the fact
that people cannot target their anger or specify their
See Sculptures, pg. 6
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Last year, students took full advantage of the laptops
available in the library for checkout, but the heavilyused service has been eliminated in the midst of financial constraints.
Laptop computer checkout was a service that the library offered gladly. However with a 50 percent budget
cut, computer services made the decision to distribute
the library's eight laptops to new and rotating faculty.
The decision to take away this service prompted criticism from students who use the laptops regularly.
However, computer services said that 85 percent of
residential students brought their own computers to
campus-75
percent of which are laptops. Considering

these figures, computer services felt that their tightened
budget should be used to further develop the wireless
capabilities around campus because most students are
bringing their own computers.
The library still has a few laptop computers that students may check out for class presentations but only
for one-hour time slots. The money saved because
computer services did not purchase new laptops will be
used to help develop wireless capabilities in the classroom and science buildings-a project that will continue
throughout the year.
Even though the lack of laptops may inconvenience
some, the prospect of expanded wireless capabilities
should help pacify even the -staunchest critic.
Further questions concerning the laptops can be directed to computer services.
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Iran's deadly game
Joel Veldkamp
Staff Writer'
The international community gave Iran a choice
last June: stop it's nuclear program in exchange for
various benefits, or face potential consequences.
The G8 nations gave Iran until July 5 to respond to
the offer and Iran replied that it would need until
August 22 to give an answer.
What happened in between July 5 and August
22? A war between Israel and Lebanon.
Coincidence? Almost certainly not.
The war in Lebanon broke out after Hezbollah,
a terrorist group operating in southern Lebanon,
killed three Israeli soldiers and kidnapped two others. Hezbollah was founded by Iran -and still receives massive amounts of aid from Iran, including
hundreds of millions of dollars a year and longrange rockets.
There is little doubt that Iran was the driving
force behind the recent war in the Middle East. Israeli intelligence officials believe that Iran gave the
order for the kidnapping allack that ignited the war.
lranlansoldiers were found among dead Hezbollah
fighters. Iranian-made rockets were fired at Israeli
ships and cities during the war. Most convincing,
Iran's top nuclear negotiator made a sudden flight
from Belgium to Damascus, Syria, one of Hezbollah's bases, the night before the kidnapping.
What were Iran's motives? Maybe they want-

ed to distract world attention from their nuclear
program. Maybe they wanted to show off their
influence in the region as a warning to the United States and its allies. Whatever the reason,
Iran clearly showed how much they are willing
to sacrifice to protect their quest for nuclear
weapons: the war killed 157 Israelis and 1,300
Lebanese.
When the August deadline finally rolled
around, Iran's president gave a speech declaring that "the Iranian nation will not accept for
one moment any bullying, invasion and violation
of its rights." This past week, the United States
said it would draft a resolution for economic
sanctions against Iran at the UN while the European nations reported "progress" in further talks
. with the Iranians, but there's little hope that the
talks will result in anything meaningful. If Iran
was planning to respond to any incentives. it
would have accepted the offer the world gave
it three months ago. And there's lillie chance
that the United Nations will impose sanctions on
Iran since Iran's major training partners, China
and Russia, sit on the UN Security Council.
But one thing is certain: the United States
is unlikely to accept a nuclear-armed Iran, and
Israel is even less likely to accept it - particularly after Iran's president explicitly threatened
to "wipe Israel off the map." Another war in the
Middle East may be looming.

www.maptown.com

Out and about Dordt through the eyes
of the world

Jill Hiemstra
. Staff Writer

Margaret Johnson's wheelchair might have
made her look like an easy target. But when a mugger tried to grab a chain off her neck last week in New
York, the 56-year-old pulled out her licensed .357 pistol
and shot him. Johnson said she was on her way to a
shooting range when the man came up from behind and
went for the chain. He was taken to a local hospital with
a single bullet wound to the elbow. Margaret Johnson,
who lives in Harlem, has a permit for the weapon and
does not face charges.
A woman who learned six' weeks before her
wedding that her fiance was cheating on her is turning her would-be reception into a charity benefit. "I'm
really just trying to turn it around and make something
positive out of it," said Kyle Paxman. The woman, 29,
had planned to celebrate her nuptials at the Basin Harbor Club on Lake Champlain in Vt. When she found out
about her fiance, she called off the 180-guest wedding
and the four-year relationship. She and her mother canceled the band, photographer and florist, but learned
they would not be reimbursed for the reception and block
of rooms they had reserved. So they turned the reception into a benefit for the Vermont Children's Aid Society
and CARE USA, an international relief organization that
aims to combat poverty by empowering women.
The pilot of a Canadian airliner who went to the
washroom during a flight found himself locked out of the
cockpit. With 30 minutes of the flight to go and the first
officer in charge, the crew was forced to remove the
door from its hinges. The incident occurred on Saturday,
aboard a flight from Ottawa to Winnipeg.

Josh Dykstra
Staff Writer
Kevin Kim is a freshman here
at Dordt College. Back home in Pusan,
South Korea, his friends call him by his
birth name, Ji Wan. Kevin first heard of
Dordt when he was an international student in Lynden, Wash. His search for a
college began a few years ago. After
seeing a picture of Dordt over the internet. Kevin immediately knew that he wanted to come to Dordt. He remembers that when he first saw the picture, he thought
to himself, "So this is what an American college looks
like. It is very beautiful." Kevin chose Dordt because he
wanted to go to a Christian college and loved the look of
the campus.
When Kevin came to the United States from his
home in Pusan, he had to overcome many hindrances.
He says that the hardest of such was learning English.
"The [English] language was very hard. I didn't understand much of what was said. I remember one time I
was asked to bring a bowl to the table and I brought a
plate instead: all because I did not know English."
Kevin is still trying to adjust while he is here
at Dordt. "Living here is very different because I don't
have any of the easy things from back home. I have to
walk to the edge of town to find a McDonalds. We had
one within two blocks of our house," says Kevin.
Of the differences, Kevin says adjusting to the
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culture is the most difficult; "Words and colors mean
totally different things here. Like the color pink; back
home a guy could wear the color and no one would care
because it is common. Here, only girls can wear pink
or people look at you weird." Kevin likes being here at
Dordt College but still misses his home, his family and
his friends.
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A call to conversation
Justin Van Zee
Staff Writer
Controversy abounded in the last issue of Diamond this spring. For those
who were not with us then, several nowgraduated students wrote jarring editorials calling into question several aspects
of our college and its mission. One editorial warned that "all is not well at Dordt"·
and ended wondering aloud if Dordt had
lost its vision and would be better off
closing its doors (see page 4 of the April
28th Diamond available at http://diamond.dordt.edu/diamond/2006-04-28/).
In my past three years at Dordt I have
sensed this tension which my fellow students wrote about. I have sensed the
uneasiness arid distrust, fear and frustration. I have read and re-read the infa-

mous "Manifesto," wishing that its claims
were not true but deep inside fearfully
believing they likely are.
In the "Manifesto," a group of students
banded together two years ago to diagnose Dordt's problem. They wrote, "We
feel that Dordt is dangerously close to
losing its identity. Its vision, once a radical call for transformation in all areas
of life, is in grave danger of becoming
nothing more than a paltry collection of
phrases, useful only in legitimating already-held plans and justifying complacency."
Now, I am raising my voice to say I
am sick of it. I am tired of the way we
are handling this and yet still calling ourselves a Christian community,
claim
which may border on hypocrisy.

a

I say this because I do not believe
we are prolonging the logic of biblical
community in dealing with our conflict.
In Acts 15 the fledgling body of Christ
faced an even greater conflict which
threatened its unity. The apostles and
church leaders reacted by meeting together, praying together, discussing together, submitting to the wisdom of the
Holy Spirit and finally ruling by consensus. This is my challenge to Dordt College: Let us do away with clandestine
meetings and conspiracy theories. Let
us move beyond unfounded accusations
and personal attacks.
Instead, let us be a true biblical community. Let us be a community in conversation.
President and VPs, board
members, faculty and staff, alumni and

students.
May the conversation begin
now, not at the end of the semester
amidst final exams.
I love Dordt College, and I am thankful for how she has shaped my perspective over the past three years. At the
same time, though, I feel as if I--to borrowan analogy from Andrew De Young-have been treated like a child whose
parents are fighting, a child sent to bed
early so .his parents can yell in hushed
tones from opposite ends of the house.
No. No more of this. Please, seek
reconciliation and shalom with me. Join
in the conversation. Do not let Soli Deo
Gloria simply be lip service to a tradition.
Instead, embody the spirit of the Reformation and bring honor to our King by
dealing with our conflict.

w.o.W!
Diane Feucht

First year students ta~e part in Dordt's Week of We/come Freshmen Olympics.

Diane Feucht

Freshmen participate' in a team-building game during the Freshman Olympics

Alvin Shim
Staff Writer
Have you ever been to summer camp? I have; I know what I'm talkinq about.
Not the creepy ones with uniforms that resemble those of the Nazi Youths. I'm
talking about the ones where guys and girls are foolishly thrown together into an
enormous mush of heated hormones.
Yup, you read that correctly. Heated hormones. Sound familiar? The kind of
summer camp where well-meaning counselors are as enthusiastic as a pair of
Japanese game show hosts talking about the female anatomy. And all is well until
the part of the PC meeting, after the name games, when they are required to lecture on things most of us have been hearing our entire lives. "Get enough sleep,
be outgoing, lock your bike, be nice to people, stop by random departments in the
middle of the day and say "hi" to the faculty." Sigh .... Yes, Mom.
What's worst about it is that once you enter the thirteenth grade, you expect
college to be the exact opposite of high school. The bell would ring and everyone
would crowd into the hallway and some wise donkey would moo. So when Jeff
Droog blew his whistle and we, all three hundred of us, streamed into this one
room, you could've cut the disappointment in the air with the backside of an already dull knife that was just for decoration in the first place.
Have you ever felt like a wicked witch because you forgot everyone's
name ... three times? Including your roommate's? I bet you never thought you
would actually wish for nametags, With so many people, everyone's face, height,
major, hometown and smell just run together into a blur. It's exhausting! It's stiflingl It's exhausting and stifling and grueling, just like the WOW schedule.
It was all very much to go through. Perhaps it was too much? As my pal
Ben Christians put it, "I was all WOW-ed out." True. We were through the week,
our largest priority being meeting person after person. It dragged on too long;
that's the only problem. We needed to find our groove earlier - before we got
burned out.

ed by new students. Many form
unwanted. It's a strange situation
eing uncomfortable and unnecessary.
ear student reflects on
PC experience saying,
awkward, but
y liked it. It gave you
out being ove
ed because it was a
PC leaders firmly believe in the work they
uil-en says, "WOW is good for the college ,
ushered in the co
tty. It just opens up
em at college. t
allows them an upp
to wi
blems." PC leaders agree that WOW helps
freshmen become familiar with the philosophy at Dordt, along with the students
and the
tn retr
at WOW had its weak spots, but most
fresh
f Welcome benefits stUdents by giving
a sense of community at Dordt College.
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Teaching English, touching lives
Justin Van Zee
Staff Writer
Imagine the challenge and frustration of explaining words such as "spirit" and "discipline" to Chinese students
who only understand simple English.
Then, imagine explaining idioms such
as "between a rock and a hard place"
or "as tough as nails." Compared to
being transplanted into a communist
country and immersed in a foreign culture revolving around respect and honor, these were just minor challenges
in senior Lindsey Van Wyk's summer.
As part of the English Language Institute/China (ELlC) summer program
Camp China, Lindsey taught English
to students ranging from age 14 to 18
years old for about four weeks at the
Shashi #3 Middle School in Jingzhou,
a rustic inland city in south-central
China. Lindsey was one of four Dordt
students to partner with ELiC for the
summer, Ginelle Bakker teaching in
Vietnam and Amanda Pothoven and
Jenni Van Wyk teaching in Hong Kong.
Lindsey's students were on summer
break, which is a bit of a misnomer as
their summer is filled with specialized
academic camps. On the first day the
students were divided into nine groups
based on their levels of English proficiency, and Lindsey took the seventh
ranked group as her eight teammates
divided up the rest. Since the goals of
the camp were to teach English and
also to expose the Chinese students
to American culture, Lindsey's class

spent the mornings practicing conversational English, and the American
teachers often used a portion of the
afternoons to re-create American culture. These activities included a pretend wedding, making Valentine's Day
cards and reenacting the Christmas
story-both
the version with Santa
Claus and the one with Jesus Christ.
Regarding conversation about religion, Lindsey and her team had to follow strict guidelines since they were
.visiting China as English teachers.
Any discussion of religion had to come
from the students. Lindsey commented, "If they asked who myhero was, I
could tell them it's Jesus, but I couldn't
start that conversation. It had to come
from personal interest from them."
Not long after arriving in China, Lindsey and her teammates discovered
that they were in a special position.
The students were eager to spend time
with the American teachers because
they could improve their English skills,
but more importantly, the personal attention the teachers showed created
the opportunity for deeper friendships
to develop. These conversations and
friendships gave Lindsey and her
team chances to show the students
what true love looks like even if it was
limited by the language barrier and
government oversight. Lindsey said,
"I saw how much love these children
didn't know because they're stuck in a
culture where they're one of millions."
At the end of the English camp,
the finality of the goodbyes sunk in

Photos by Lindsey Van Wyk

Lindsey Van Wyk's class with the valentine

as Lindsey realized she
would likely never see
any of her students again,
never to teach them another English word, share
another ice cream cone
or act out another Bible
story. Her project is not
fully finished though; it has
only been modified. Now
her mission is to tell her
story and encourage others to stretch their comfort
zones to see what God is
doing around the world.
Two cheerful English students

Dordt receives National Health Assessment results
Jacob Kroeze
Staff Writer
Last year, Dordt College campus
health services initiated a survey to
gain information about college students'
health in order to understand how Health
Services, Student Services and the Safe
Campus Office can better address and
understand the needs of students. Linda
Vogel, secretary of campus health services, arranged for the administration of
the survey and gave secretarial support
while Rachel Valentine, Coordinator of
the Safe Campus Project, worked with
questions in the survey to address issues
related to sexual assault and relationship
violence.
In the spring, the survey was sent via
e-mail to all full-time students, and 324,
about one-fourth of the student body,
responded. The results showed that 65
percent of students are in "good or excellent health," but 42.5 percent have experienced back pain, 31.8 percent have suffered from allergies, and 26.5% indicated

that they have experienced a sinus infection. Students indicated that their academic performance was most impacted
by sickness, sleeping problems, and relationship difficulties.
Of the students who responded to
the survey, 37.7 percent reported having to deai with extreme depression at
least once a year. Student Services encourages students to utilize counseling
services from Bob Wiersma, Director of
Personal Counseling. Rachel Valentine
also provides counseling, to those dealing with relationship violence and sexual
assault. The large number of students
who indicated that they have been in
abusive or sexually coercive situations
surprised Rachel when compared with
the small number of students who reported to her personally that they have
been in an emotionally, physically or sexually abusive relationship. Seven percent
of females have been coerced into sex
play activity when they did not want to,
12 percent have received threatening or
harassing contact, and two percent of females have been stalked. However, only
eight percent of females claim to be in

an emotionally abusive relationship, and
only 0.5 percent claim to be in a physically abusive relationship.
The responses also showed that there
are significant differences between the
percentage of students who reported alcohol use and the perception that students
have of alcohol use by their peers. Of the
students who responded, 37.6 percent
said that they used alcohol one or more
days within the past 30 days. When students were asked how 'often they thought
the average student drank alcohol in the
last 30 days, the average estimate was
79.2 percent Student services would like
students to know the social norm at the
college is dry. Students who do not drink
regularly are not the minority. The survey also asked students to indicate the
number of times they had consumed five
or more drinks within the last two weeks
(the commonly used definition of binge
drinkirig) The national average over the
past ten years of studerits who reported
binge drinking behavior was 43 percent.
The survey responses at Dordt indicated
that 15 percent of students reported engaging in binge drinking behavior within

4

the last two wee Iss. Based on these responses, the student body reports less
than half the percentage of the national
average of binge drinkers, but this also
means as many as 200 students often
have more than five drinks in one sitting.
Students services hopes to be able to
use the survey to better reach students
who abuse alcohol and lead students
to challenge behavioral decisions. Ken
Boersma, Vice President for Student
Services, emphasized counseling is always available, and a support group has
been available in the past.
Support groups have also been used
to help young men and women struggling with eating habits. According to the
survey, 4.2 percent of students were underweight, and 20.2 percent were overweight. Of those students indicating that
they were dieting, 2.6 percent reported
using laxatives or vomiting to lose weight.
Individual counseling is also available for
those struggling with eating disorders
Summarizing the result, Ken Boersma
says "When I look at the results, I see
significant positives and also some concerns."
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A new face for Campus Security
Bridget Smith
Staff Writer
Dordt College's campus security has a new, proactive approach this year. Campus
security is working to develop a
positive, approachable image.
Mason Welsh has worked for
campus security in the past and
is optimistic about the upcoming year. When asked about the
message he would like to convey, Welsh said he wants students to realize campus security
is a service that is available to
them.
Ken Boersma,
VicePresident of Student Services,
said that foremost in his mind
this year was preparing security
to be trained to provide appropriate responses to various situations. This especially included
equipping security staff to present a positive image for themselves. Campus security is here
to protect the students. Boersma explains, "For example, if a
student doesn't feel safe walking across campus late at night,
campus security is available to
pick the student up and give him
or her a ride." Campus security
has a tough balancing job. They
have to learn to simultaneously
enforce rules, protect the students, and present a positive,
friendly face.

Mason Welsh
Shad Vander Plaats, 3rd yr officer.

Boersma said he received comments from students
.Iast year concerning the presentation of campus security.
Students felt they only saw or
talked to campus security when
something bad occurred. Jenn
Hamrick, a new campus security employee, reflected on this
association. Hamrick says many
people seem to shy away from
her because they think she is
going to "bust" them. She says
people have come to recognize
her as campus security even
when she is not in uniform.
Hamrick may be on her way to

class when she encounters a
student shying away from her or
obstinately declaring his or her
innocence.
.
Many students feel as
though campus security is trying
to playa parental role. Welsh
explains that this is most definitely not the case. He understands that students believe
they should be able to simply
learn from their own mistakes.
Unfortunately, the mistakes of
one person affect the lives of
many people.
Welsh expiained that oftentimes, Dordt students are not
the persons causing problems,
People from off-campus come
onto Dordt's campus expecting
that they cannot be punished
or controlled. Campus security
wants to make it clear that they
are here to enforce policy, not
to punish the students. There
have been numerous cases
when campus security's role
has saved lives. Their job is not
to be taken lightly. Welsh expresses his thoughts about the
position: "It's very much a position of resQQnsipilLlY.anQjJ1tegrity, which is really a humbling
experience."
Hamrick noted that campus security seems to get a bad
reputation from half-told stories.
Freshmen have told her all the
terrible stories they. have heard

about the cruelties inflicted by
campus security. Hamrick says
she tries to be friendly, despite
the misconception of campus
security.
Other students take a
different perspective.
Instead
of fearing campus security, certain students will make fun of
them and their job. Katiegrace
Youngsma,
campus security,
explains that security cannot
talk about the serious things
that happen. Instead, the funny,
ridiculous stories are circulated.
What few students realize is that
campus security employees undergo extensive training.
Before school begins,
campus security goes through
thirty to forty hours of training,
Welsh commends Derek Bos
for his .instrumental work in revamping the campus security
program and playing an integral
role in improving security. Bos
has seven years of experience
in law enforcement. Welsh aiso
referred to Matt Berens and Milton Wilcox, both of whom had
military training and played a
role in im[:lrCwing campus security. Welsh says he is pleased
with the evolution of the system
and the improvements in campus security.
Students around campus may notice the new campus
security car. Boersma explained

.

that new radios were also purchased to replace the old radios
that had been used beyond their
intended length of service. These
changes are assisting in creating a more professional look for
campus security. Bos explains
the focus of security, "We have
improved upon our equipment in
order to be able to perform our

Naomi DeBoer
Jenn Hamrick, first year officer.

jobs better. In addition to better
improvement, Campus Security
staff undergo extensive training,
before the semester starts, and
have ongoing training through
out each semester. Says Derek
Bos, "We do all this in order to
be better equipped to do our
jobs. By being better able to do
our jobs, we are better able to
serve the students."

'Dordt's new tradition
Opinion poll

KvJe Van Wvk

players will weigh down the academic success of the school. That won't
Last year, murmurings oc- happen with Heavner at the helm, as
curred on the Dordt College campus he feels "as much stress about kids
that football was going to be added to graduate as to how they do on the
to the already wide variety of athlet- football field." The Athletic Director at
ics. Announced March 21, 2006 and Dordt College, Rick Vander Berg, is
taking effect on June 1, John Heavner very high on Heavner as he knows
took the task of building the Defender he'li "do the right things to get the job
done."
football program.
One big question is, "What
Heavner, a native of Norman,
Oklahoma, grew up with football all will the football players use to train
around him. He said, "It's more that and lift in?" A new weight room is
my dad was a coach then it was just being planned out that will be big
enough and have the needed equipliving in Oklahoma. Sure, everywhere
you go in Oklahoma football is huge. ment for all athletes to fine-tune their
But it's more that I attended my dad's skills. Three possible locations are
practices as a little kid that I learned being considered. The addition could
to love the game." If anyone is con- be tacked on to the Recreation Cencerned that Coach Heavner doesn't ter, the All-Seasons Center, or by ushave the experience to start and ing the gymnastics room in the recrun a NAIA college football program, reation center. The location is still in
think again. This state champion has question but decisions will be made
coached at the Division II and Divi- soon.
Starting from the ground up
sion IAA levels, both at East Central
is
not
an
easy task and will be a real
University in Ada, Oklahoma and at
challenge
to all players and coaches.
Missouri State in Springfield, MisThe
Defenders
will playa junior-varsouri.
sity
schedule
in
the 2007 season
Many people are very exand
field
a
varsity
team beginning in
cited that Dordt is starting this pro2008.
The
way,
the
first varsity game
gram however, there are others who'
are unsure about the whole process. will be against the Northwestern Red
Some fear that bringing in football Raiders.

Staff Writer

What inexpensive things have you done
at Dordt to have fun?
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Dordt builds new lab to serve multimedia and the arts
The student reaction of the majors because the work of a
-technology was
unable to
new lab is positive. "I love it preacher is communicating, and
make any animation, advanced
special effects and very little - it excites me very much," says . the latest generation massively :
video editing. Between the nine Mason Welsh, graphic design
communicates through digital
Macintosh and nine personal
major.
He says the media media. In fact, freshman Piper
Kucera says she was not going
Computer
Services
and computers, students can now today is more motion-orientated
Maintenance crews are giving do animation, special effects, than ever before, and the new to attend Dordt until she found
the final touches to the new advanced graphic design and animation capabilities will be out about the new video-editing
beneficial in finding a job after technology and possible new
video editing. "There is a whole
computer lab in Classroom
major at Dordt.
Building room 88. The lab is lot of horsepower under the graduation.
Dordt is responding to a
The
Macintosh
units
hood," says a smirking Volkers.
part of a new cross-department
are mainiy used by the art
Now the lab in the basement of new wave of technological
request to revamp Dordl's
the classroom building is a stark advances in society. There is department for graphic design,
multimedia technology.
Dordt allowed funding for contrast to the rest of the aging growth in media, and we must the communication department
have Christians involved, says for video editing classes and
the project because of the building. The room has dimmed
lighting and a 14 foot screen . Volkers. In fact, there is a study the music technology class.
oncoming demands in the fields
The Diamond will now use the
of graphic design, web design for instruction and display. The committee looking into proposing
and media production. "There computers are networked with a new major for the Fall 2007 complete Adobe Suite including
Photoshop,
and
will be an area of growlh in the a four tera-byte media server school year. The new major InDesign,
Illustrator.
"Similar interfaces
next decade in web design and in a climate-controlled room in may be called "Digital Media
Production" and would be in the are more compatible," says
Computer Services.
animation," says Dave Versluis,
Consequently, nine different communication department. It Volkers, and this streamlines
professor of Art.
The new lab meets the stations can be working on the would be a blend of Business,' production.
Art, and Communications.
The lab will be equipped with
industry standards. "We have same file simultaneously.'
The interdisciplinary major both an inkjet and laser printer
The Art and Communication
one of the better iabs in the
would have a complementary
and scanner. Lab open hours'
nation for multimedia," says departments'newlabwascustom
minor
as well:
Volkers will be whenever there are no
Mark Volkers, Electronic Media- designed for Dordl's specific
mentioned this minor might classes, as video-editing and
Production
Coordinator
and needs and Computer Service
and Maintenance constructed
be helpful for pre-seminary _graphic design are quite timeInstructor.
intensive.
the lab this summer.
Before the new lab, Dordl's

Chery! Korthuis
Staff Writer

Sculptures
Continued from pg.1
reactions to a certain face or
group of people.
Word has not yet been disclosed as to whom the culprits
are, but the message they sent
is clear. "The biggest thing this
whole incident shows is that
Dordt and the surrounding community have a ways to go in
educating people about art and
respect," one alumnus art major
said.
So, how can Dordl's campus
share their response, both to
the art itself and to the defacing
of it? They may start with turning their face-toward
seeing
art in a new way. Furthermore,
the artists encourage students

to read the sculpture statement
in the display, which offers a
sense of better understanding
the purpose, passion and person behind each of the sculptures which is about "the beauty
and complexity of the human
form as the crown of God's creation." Will such art be forced
inside and thus forced out of the
public domain?
Jake Van Wyk realizes that
. "some artwork that is appropriate to do isn't appropriate for
all to see," but where do those
bounds take the definition of and
place for art on Dordl's campus?
Does every square inch exclude
the human body?
Is Dordt as an institution
seeking to be reforming throuqh
Christ, in need of a closer in-
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FOR SENIORS

Ends Thursday 9f14 .•.Step Up 7:00, 9:15. Accepted 7:00, 9:15
Hl>W to Eat Fried Worms

Toppled sculptures lie scattered in the field behind the BJ Haan.

Gridiron Gang P013
spection of reforming through
art? Can Dordt bring about a
new sense of education and appreciation for the human body
on our campus? Such questions
will be addressed in an ali-campus discussion to be hosted by

Student Forum this Monday,
Sept 18, at 7:30 p.rn. in CL 160.
Present will be the sculpture
class, Professor Van Wyk and
members of the Administrative
Cabinet. Don't keep your opinion inside.
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Lynette Andree
Staff Writer
Being here for three previous years has provided
me with a wealth of information regarding what to do on
the weekends. As you have probably realized by now,
Sioux Center is a very small town, and very small towns
do not offer the same excitement and action that one
might find in a larger city. Do not be mistaken-Sioux
Center offers different excitement and action; it is just a
little bit harder to find.
To get you started, I am going to provide you with
a compilation of ten different things that you might find
interesting to do on a weekend-or
if you do not have
homework on a weeknight.
Number ten; Walk to Wal-Mart. Even though it
only takes approximately seven-and-a-half minutes to
get there on a bad day of driving, walking there will
provide you with the exercise that you need as well as
healthy muscle workout carrying back all the useless

Movie Review: Invincible
Chris O'Neill
Staff Writer
Everyone loves a "feel good" movie, especially one
that leaves you feeling inspired. Disney and Buena Vista's "Invincible" is based on the true inspirational story
of Vince Papale, a Philadelphia native who achieved
the.unthinkable.
~ ~
Set in the mid-1970's, Papale -(playea by Mark
Wahlberg) is a 30-year-old substitute teacher and parttime bartender. Being perceived by others as a man
who is virtually going nowhere, it comes as no surprise
when his wife suddenly leaves him. To add insult to
injury, Vince finds his teaching duties are no longer
needed. As a result, it seems as though he has lost his
passion for everything -- except football.
Unfortunately, life hasn't been too kind to the Philadelphia Eagles over the past few seasons and even the
most loyal fans have forfeited their sympathy. How-

CD Review: The Early November
Elliot De Witt
Staff Writer
On July 11, 2006, The Early November released
their triple disc album, The Mother, The Mechanic, and
The Path. Little did I know that these CDs would turn out
to be my favorites.
Ever since beginning a band, Arthur 'Ace' Enders,
the lead singer and guitar player for The Early November, has dreamt of writing and recording a CD that
would that would have a theme and be .contained in
three discs.
Enders started the project off strong but ran into
some writer's block. Forcing himself to keep tinkering
with the theme to get it done, he used a massive storyboard in his attic in which he planned what idea or song
he wanted to work with next. The project took one year
to write and record.
There are 46 tracks. 11 on The Mother,. 11 on The
Mechanic, and 24 on The Path.
The disc's unique story about a family that is abusive and dysfunctional. I thought about specifically explaining the whole story, but I'd rather have people listen
and figure them out by themselves.
The Mechanic CD is supposed to sound like what
the record label wants The Early November to sound
iike. There is much more rock and it is, as the name
suggests, very mechanical. Many of the songs have
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stuff you just bought.
Number nine: Join an intramurals team. If you do
not think that you are good enough to be on an actual sports team you probably aren't. Intramurals are a
great way to get involved in a sport, meet new people
and fill up some free time.
Number eight: Have a campfire at Sandy Hollow.
It's only a 10 minute drive down the road and you can
escape campus for a night of fun and fellowship around
a blazing fire.
Number seven: Go on a "Dordt walk." Now, you
might be under the impression that a Dordt walk only involves two members of the opposite sex (which is often
the case), but take a bunch of friends and walk late at
night. You'll grow closer together. (If you prefer just one
member of the opposite sex, go for it!)
Number six: Go to the game room. Pool, bowling,
ping pong and board games. Need I say more? What
an easy way to fill up a n.ight.
Number five: Make a photo scavenger hunt. Round

ever, new coach Dick Vermeil (Greg Kinnear) hopes to
change the program and win back Philadelphia's reputation aiong with public interest. During a live press
conference, Coach Vermeil announces that open tryouts will be held at Veteran Stadium to recruit a new
player. With' nothing left to lose, inclUding his pride,
Papale accepts the challenge, following one last bit of
encouragement from his friend Tommy at the bar: "Even
if you're down there for an hour, you're down there."
Against all odds and a cruei array of pubiic scrutiDy, lLinw
insurmouplijble .detEHOJinatio earns lrn
a Philadelphia Eagles' uniform and the opportunity to
achieve his wildest dreams.
From the producers of Disney's "The Rookie," "Invincible" is a powerful story of one man's triumph over
his personal struggles and society's expectations (or
the lack thereof). .
Appropriate for all ages, "Invincible" is a must-see
and has the potential of being considered one of the
best sports movies of the decade, along' with other
prominent titles such as "Miracle" and "Glory Road."

the pattern of verse, chorus, verse, chorus, bridge and
chorus. The songs are written in the way that a "traditional" song is written.
The Mother CD on the other hand, is done the way
the band wanted to do it. It has chords and sounds that
are very nurturing and loving, like a mother. The band
used many different instruments and was not afraid to
try things that they wanted. This can be shown with their
song, "Hair." The song is very catchy but also unique.
The most unique part is the ten to fifteen second trombone solo.
The last CD, The Path, explains the story with the
help of the character and his psychiatrist. While using
some dialogue it also has some songs that are also
unique. This CD is by far my favorite of the three because I like the originality of it, and ever since I was
little, I loved to have stories read to me and this CD
does that.
Overall, I love these CDs and find myself listening
to them over and over again. Of course, my opinion of
music may differ from the readers. Nonetheless I think
that many different people with unique backgrounds regarding music can enjoy these CDs.
I know that a friend of mine, who mainly listens to
System of a Down and other harder rock/metal bands,
bought this CD and really loves it.
. Anyone interested in checking out The Early November further can find them at: www.purevolume.
com/theearlynovember
or www.myspace.com/theearIynovember.
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up a bunch of friends and go picture crazy for a night.
The pictures will serve as a great reminder of your random night!
.
Number four: Do homework. Get ahead for the
next two weeks while your. friends go gallivanting all
over Sioux County. Kidding! Rent a movie, make lots
of popcorn, invite friends and enjoy.
Number three: Play Sardines in the Campus Center. If you do not know how to play Sardines, there are
instructions online. There are a million and one places
to hide, just make sure that you know who is playing so
you don't forget anyone!
Number two: Play the Bod Book game. Your future
mate can be determined by fate. If you have no clue
how to play, find a junior or senior to teach you and
then play away to 'your heart's content. (When looking
at your choices make sure to eliminate all the people
who are already engaged or married).
Number one: Get engaged. It seems to be happening left and right, so jump on the bandwagon!

Boob Review:

Journey of Desire

Jamin Hubner
Staff Writer
Christian counselor and lecturer John Eldredge
followed up his best selling book Sacred Romance
"
After his best friend died in a climbing accident,
Eldredge was left devastated and bewildered. After
a long struggle with this tragedy and with God, he .
wrote the book, despite the fact that his editor didn't
think it would sell.
•
In the first half of the book, Eldredge makes
compelling arguments that Christians have forsaken
their hearts desires due to the failures and sorrows if
in life as well as a misunderstanding of the Scrip-tures. This is such a tragic problem because "absolutely nothing of human greatness is ever accomplished without it. Not a symphony has been written,
a mountain climbed, an injustice fought or a love
sustained apart from desire.
Desire fuels our search 'for the life we prize."
He said it's such a tragic thing that we don't dare to
desire and dream. "Regardless of our religious and
philosophical beliefs, most of us live as though this
life is pretty much the way things are supposed to

be."
The second half of the book focuses on what
Christians are setting their hopes on. Each chapter
of the book starts witb quotes from famous philosophers and theologians as well as lyrics from popular music, all applying to the upcoming text. He cuts
right to the issue and brings up some interesting
questions.
After quoting sections from Psalms, Eldredge
points out an interesting observation. "Ask yourself, could this person be promoted to a position
of leadership in my church? Heavens, no. He is far
too unstable, too passionate and too desirous. It's
all about pleasure and desire and thirst. And David,
who wrote most of the Psalms, was called by God 'a
man after his own tieart' (I Sam. 13: 14 NIV)."
I've leamed from all of Eldredge's works - either
by reading or by his audio series' - and I like this
book the most out of all of them. It makes the top
five favorites for me and I recommend It to all my
friends. While I don't agree with all John's theological assertions, I think his insight is far too valuable
to overtook.

~
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Staff Writer
The best way to start isto start strong, and Dordt's men's soccer
team has done just that, opening their season with two backto-back wins. The men's soccer team is led this year by captains Bryan Burgers and Chad Nibbelink, both seniors who have
played for the past three years. Craig Stiemsma has returned
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head of the men's soccer coaching staff.
This year six freshman have been added to the team:
Travis Feekes, Jake Kloet, Tyler Turney, Darin Keizer, Will Bruinsma, and Jordan Huisken. Other new faces include sophomores
Craig Humphreys, Siam Grobler, and Junior Keith Hickox.
The team's two opening wins were matches against
Mount Marty of Yankton, S.D. and Northwestern of Orange City.
Quentin Glashower and Mike Oppeneer both scored goals during the team's game against Mount Mary and led the team to its
first victory of the season.
An even sweeter victory came next when the team pulled
out a 2-1 iead over Northwestern, Dordl's biggest rival. "No one
on the team had beaten Northwestern in their career, so it
was a memorable win to beat them this past week" says
Captain Bryan Burgers'. Brett Van Andel and Will Bruinsma both scored a goal in the first half of the game against
Northwestern to secure the lead.
The team also played Dana and lost 3-1 with Captain
Chad Nibbelink scoring the team's only goal in the second
half.
The team's goals for this season are to win the conference tournament and to qualify for the regional tournament. Hopes are high for the success of Dordt's men's
soccer team this year. "My favorite aspect of the team this
year is that we have a great mix of experienced leadership
and fresh talent on the team. We have players allover the
field who are willing to take charge and tell the team what
they see to help the team and to make the team beller,
and this year's team has the most talent of any I have ever
playe. All of them are great guys, too, which makes for a
fun season" says Captain Bryan Burgers.
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Volleybal~
update
Amanda Henke
Staff Writer
Opening their 2006 season, the Defender volleyball team held a 7-3 record and 1-1 in the
GPAC. With a loss to Morningside, Dordl's conference 55-game winning streak was snapped,
placing the Defenders 5th in the conference and
23rd in the NAIA standings as of September 6.
Inexperience is a factor for the team this
year, with nine freshmen and six sophomores
making the roster.
Providing upperclassman
leadership are seniors Traci Kooima and Lindsey
Van Wyk and junior Emily Van Voorst.
.,-L..ea£!ir' !Q-ltl!=-JleaJ:u' ~. ~!-=~ilIlflre

Inexperience is a factor
or the team this year"

Kristin De Ronde with 95 on the season followed
by Lindsey Van Wyk (77). De Ronde also tops
the team with 23 total blocks in 24 games played.
Kooima has recorded a team-leading 118 digs on
the season, and Van Voorst continues to put up
an average 11 assists per game with 267 total.
The team gained momentum by finishing with a three-game winning streak at the William Jewell-Baker Tournament on September 9
and 10. After an opening loss to Evangel (Mo.),
Dordt defeated Baker University (Kan.), John
Brown (Ark.) and William Jewel (Mo.). Dordl's
next game will be Friday September 15 at the
St. Xavier-Hastings Tournament in Hastings, Nebraska.
In junior varsity play, Dordt won the JVI
community college tournament in Lamoni, Iowa
on September 2. Making the all-tournament team
were sophomores Kelsie DeNooy and Steph Pueler with 28 kills and 64 assists respectively.
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